Hitchcockds Cinema

Honors 300TM: Hitchcock’s Cinema-section IW—Spring 2021

Course Identification: Honors 300TM, section 1W

Number of Credits: 4 credits

Delivery Mode: Face-to-face

Course Schedule: Spring 2021, TTH 1-2:35, Hollenbeck 217

Screenings M 6:30, Hollenbeck Ness Auditorium
Prof. Robin Inboden
Contact information: Office—Hollenbeck 106
Office phone: 937-327-7064; home phone (937) 390-2541 (use judiciously)
E-mail: rinboden@wittenberg.edu (usually the best way to contact me)
“Office” hours: MW 11:45-1; TTH 3-4, and by appointment
(Because of COVID, I will not be meeting in person in my office, but I will maintain office hours so
that you can call or e-mail me to set up a Microsoft Teams meeting or arrange a meeting outdoors;
additionally, I am in my office much more than this, so feel free to call or knock!)

Course Description

The class will explore Hitchcock's career, which spans the silent era, the studio era and the rise of
independent filmmaking. It will provide students the opportunity to learn about the historical and
technological shifts of filmmaking as an art form in the twentieth century.

Overview
Don't get in the shower!

Actually, you probably wonit be afraid of taking a shower after dissecting the editing of the famous
scene in Psycho—and you'll also have a much better sense of the real cinema of Alfred Hitchcock.
Many viewers, familiar only with Psycho and The Birds, don’t realize that they are late and somewhat
anomalous entries in the great director’s ceuvre. The real Hitchcock is about suspense rather than
horror, and even more about questions of romance, trust, morality, insecurity, and self-definition.
And all these issues are explored in visual images, words, music and symbolism that make Hitchcock
truly worthy of his label as auteur (we’ll learn about that, too). And we’ll consider the potency of
Hitchcock'’s afterlife—



class’s vying for one DVD won’t work, | expect you to come to the main showing unless you


http://www.labyrinth.net.au/~muffin/main.html

You must complete all major assignments in order to pass this class.

Attendance, Participation, and Engagement
All Wittenberg Honors classes are based on class discussion, critical thinking, and polished writing
skills, so active student engagement in the course is vital.

If you do become aware of close contact with a COVID-positive person or if you exhibit symptoms,
please follow Wittenberg’'s COVID protocols:

https.//www.wittenberg.edu/sites/default/files/media/student_development/WittenbergHealthRe
sponseProtocol-2020-Rev3.pdf. | must stress that if you have been exposed to COVID or if you are



/sites/default/files/media/student_development/������ýHealthResponseProtocol-2020-Rev3.pdf
/sites/default/files/media/student_development/������ýHealthResponseProtocol-2020-Rev3.pdf



mailto:accessibilityservices@wittenberg.edu

of disciplines, and they are practiced at working with you to determine the best way to address an
assignment. Consultations will be online and by e-mail this semester. Visit the Center's website for
more information. The Writing Center is located in the lower level of Thomas Library.

Technical Assistance

For help with Moodle, Office 365 or other computing challenges, go to the Solution Center in the
Thomas Library (main level, toward the back), or call (937) 525-3801; email:
solution@wittenberg.edu . Regular access to the Wittenberg system is vital for this course.

Course Communication

The course syllabus, some required readings, assignments, etc. will be posted on Moodle. Be aware
of accessing Moodle and completing those readings actively and thoroughly. I will usually contact
you via e-mail, using your Wittenberg address. You must check that e-mail regularly (several times a
day) or have it forwarded to the e-mail address you do check regularly. If I record class meetings or
if we end up having to go remote for some portion of the semester, those meetings and recordings
of them will be on Microsoft Teams.

Syllabus Change Statement

The course instructor reserves the right to adjust this syllabus and content to meet the needs of
students and to address course outcomes. In the event of substantive changes, students will be
notified via an announcement in class, with follow-up via e-mail or Moodle.


/administration/writingcenter
mailto:solution@wittenberg.edu

Week of February 1—The Possibilities of Sound and Screwball Comedy: 7he 39 Steps
2/1 M Screening: The 39 Steps (1935)
2/2 T Discussion of The 39 Steps
Read Spoto 41-46
2/4 R Read Ackroyd 51-65

Week of February 8—Hitchcock, not Conrad: Sabotage
2/8 M Screening: Sabotage (1936)
2/9 T Discussion of Sabotage
Read Spoto 55-62
2/11 R Read Ackroyd 65-80
*shot-by-shot analysis due



Week of March 15—Criss-Cross: Strangers on a Train
3/15 M Screening:



Week of April 19—*Hitchcockian” Becomes an Adjective
4/19 M Screening: Charade (1963)
4/20 T Discussion of Charade
4/22 R Continue discussion
Reading on Moodle

Week of April 26—Homage to Hitchcock
4/26 M Screening: Dead Again



